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	August 2011


Autumn Showjumping Show 

17th September 
The schedule is enclosed, please support this show and spread the word to non members and juniors – all welcome.
Working Hunter Competition

25th September 

Our Working Hunter Competition will be held at the Club Field. Intermediate and Open classes are now open to RC members out with SDRC and the Open class is a Blair 2011 qualifier. Some of the new portable jumps/ditch may be used which should make for an interesting course! Schedule enclosed or download from the website www.sdrc.org.uk 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Strathmore & District Riding Club will be held on Thursday 27th October 2011 at Padanaram Hall, at 7.30pm.  Please make every effort to attend.   Minutes of last AGM are enclosed with the Newsletter.  In order that a full and considered response can be given, it would be appreciated if any questions/queries can be sent to the Secretary, in writing, by 10th October 2011.

Any member who wants to join the committee are welcome to volunteer, your chance to shine is at the AGM all you need is to be proposed and seconded. If you’re interested then please get in touch with Donna or any committee member who’ll be able to tell you what its all about.

There will be a Wine & Nibbles Party immediately after the AGM to which all members are invited. Trophies and rosettes will be awarded for the Overall Leagues at the conclusion of the meeting.
Please note that 2011/12 subscriptions will become due at the AGM.  Payment can be made (£24 riding, £10 non-riding) by sending cheques payable to SDRC to the Secretary (see Committee Contact Details).  Payment can also be made at the AGM.  Any new members who joined after 1st August 2011 will not be due until October 2012.

PLEASE RETURN ALL TROPHIES FOR THE SUMMER LEAGUES EITHER TO ANY COMMITTEE MEMBER PRIOR TO THE AGM OR BRING THEM ALONG ON THE NIGHT. Please ensure they are engraved.

Website- www.sdrc.org.uk 

info@sdrc,org.uk. 

Arena Event

The first event went very well, although entries were a little disappointing (perhaps not a bad thing though for our first attempt).The new portable xc fences and new ditch (thank you Dale) didn’t cause too many problems with most people flying over! Setting up the event took a little longer than usual as the new fences arrived flat packed ensuring a krypton factor type test to assemble! 

We have arranged training over  the new fences and the ditch on the 8th September for those who want a practice before the Working Hunter where some of the fences will make a guest appearance. We plan to have an Open Arena Event in the Spring before the start of the season.
Area Teams 
Fife RC hosted the Dressage and Jumping Qualifier on the first weekend in July. It was a roasting hot day and the Qualifer went well, the Open Dressage Team won the Non Qualifying Competition, Marjorie Grant qualified for the National Championships at Lincoln in her dressage test and Suzanne Cargill qualified for the Novice Dressage to Music Championship at Aintree. The showjumpers did well too, Coreen was 3rd in the Open and the Intermediate team was 3rd. All members who competed were pleased with their performances. Big thanks to Linda Burns and Liz Murray who volunteered to help at the weekend on behalf of the club.
A Short Guide to Dressage League

As our Dressage league proves to be more and more popular, we're providing some hints and tips to help you get the most out of the experience. 

1. Send your entry in on time - there's a number of benefits to this, as follows-

If you need an early or late time or you want a time close to a travelling companion you are much more likely to have this request honoured.
Slotting late entries in skews everyone's times up.
It makes the organiser's life a bit easier. Coming soon, a 6000 word essay describing the work involved in organising just one league competition.
2. It's helpful when you send two reply slips in at the same time but please remember to enclose separate cheques for both events. If, for any reason, you have to withdraw from a competition then we can simply shred that cheque. Be warned, if you send in one cheque for two events, it will be banked after the first competition, not the second!
3. If you need someone to read your test out for you, it's always best to organise before you arrive. Much less stressful than having to plead and cajole someone when you get there.
4. Check that you are learning the correct test - we now add the year of the test to entry slips to help you with this.

5. Whilst we are generally pretty good at ensuring times run to schedule, sometimes things happen out with our control that can keep you waiting. Try to bear with us and smile. We can assure you that we have other lives too and are as keen as you to get home!
6. We always have two scorers working as hard as they can to get results out to you - again, they want to get home too! You may have your test at 7.00pm but if the last competitor isn't on till 8.30 then, with the best will in the world, when you ask at 8.00 the answer will still be 'no, the scores aren't ready yet'.
7. If you are hanging about waiting for scores and the competition is finished, help to clear up an arena, the time will go so much faster.
8. There is no need to plait at Summer Evening League, and there is no BD rule that states you must plait, but for Winter League it's expected that people will make the effort. Its good practice for all those Championships you're aiming for! Rider turnout and tack must adhere to BD rules.
9. The league is split into 4 sections -Nursery Novice, Novice, Intermediate and Open. The choice is yours as to which section you are in but you must stay in that section for the whole of the league. If the organiser feels you should be making the step up you will be gently encouraged to do this in the next league.
10. Offers to help at the league, perhaps writing for the judge (great way to get hints and tips) or stewarding (best way to get to know your fellow members) are always gratefully received. So, if your horse is sick or sorry, come along and give us a hand.
11. We welcome suggestions from members to improve dressage league. Sometimes we can't see the wood for the trees! However, if an idea gives the organiser more work, be prepared to help implement it. if it results in less work, you will forever revered and worshipped!

12. A quick thank you at the end of the day is always lovely.

SJ League Important Info!
Main league starts at 1030 with Novice (approx 2'6"), Intermediate (approx 2'9"-3') & Open (approx 3'-3'3").  Mini League starts approx 12 noon with 1'9".  Anyone wanting to take part in Mini League should contact Donna or Jean to let us know you are coming so they don't pack up and go home!!! 

DIARY
As last year there will be no events in December or January this coming winter.  But there is still a full diary for before then. The organisation of these events depends on us having enough helpers to assist. If you feel you can help out in any way please get in touch with Claire Shepherd (claire.shepherd3@btinternet.com, or 07791314583)

If you have any suggestions for future events, please let us know but, be careful, you may be invited to help us turn your ideas into reality!

AUGUST 2011

16th 
SJ Instruction (Cameron Miller) – Club Field

23rd 
FW Instruction (Hamish Cameron) – Club Field

27th 
Dressage Derby Day – Club Field 

30th 
FINAL SJ League (Re-arranged Date) – Club Field

SEPTEMBER 2011
8th
Arena Event Training (Jane Gilchrist)– Club Field

15th 
Set-up for Autumn Show (6.30) – Club Field 

17th
Autumn SJ Show 

20th 
FW Instruction (Jane Gilchrist) – Club Field 

25th 
Working Hunter – Club Field 
OCTOBER 2011
2nd 
SJ Instruction (Cameron Miller) – Auchlishie

15th 
SJ Winter League - Auchlishie

16th 
FW Instruction (Loraine Young) – RDA, Inverarity

23rd 
FW Instruction (Hamish Cameron)– RDA, Inverarity
27th
AGM, Padanaram Hall

29th
SJ Instruction (Andrew Hamilton) – Auchlishie

30th 
Dressage League - Inverarity 


NOVEMBER 2011
6th 
SJ Instruction (Cameron Miller) – Auchlishie

12th 
SJ League – Auchlishie  

13th 
FW Instruction (Shelagh Steven) – RDA, Inverarity

20th  
FW Instruction (Hamish Cameron)– RDA, Inverarity
26th 
SJ Instruction (Trish Harvey) - Auchlishie
27th 
Dressage League – RDA, Inverarity
Committee Contact Details

Chairman:
Donna Webster 
01250-876518

Vice Chair: 
Claire Shepherd
01241-857598

Treasurer: 
Jean Paterson

01307-462761

Secretary:
Suzanne Cargill
01241-434634

Kate Clark 



01382-667979

Coreen Hill 



07734202726

Ali Lothian 



01575-574401

Liz Murray 



01241-890422

George Whitton


01561-378956

Kim Hodgson 



01250-886391

Gill Nelson 



01382-330871

Fiona Shepherd


01250-876483
- 2 -


[image: image2.png]_1345961574.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1345961573.doc
[image: image1.png]






