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	March 2010


Maybe Spring has Sprung – lets hope so. This newsletter has lots of dates and information on events organised for spring and early summer.

We hope there is something for everyone! If you can help then please contact Claire either on 01241-857598 or claire.shepherd3@btinternet.com  before she contacts you!!
We are meeting at the club field on Sunday 28th March at 1pm to take the jumps out of the shed and get organised for the season. Any help would be appreciated.
Team Showjumping, 
27th March, Auchlishie
Open to Seniors and Juniors, classes from 1'9" (no fillers) to 3'3". Schedule is available from the website.
If you want to take part but don't have a team or want to know more then contact Ali on 01575-574401 or email Ali (alilothian@hotmail.co.uk) stating your name, contact number and height you want to compete at and we will try and put you in touch with other team members.
South Leckaway

As some of you may be aware, last year the Club had our field resown and while our field was out of action, we were lucky enough to get another area from Peter Jannoch to use.  This year, we move back to our own field but have agreed with Mr Jannoch to rent part of the field that we used last year.  This is adjacent to our own field and means that we have a much larger area with room for parking.  Hopefully this will mean that we don’t have to park in the farmyard at all now.

To offset some of the extra cost involved, the Club has agreed to allow Angus Pony Club to use the field.  They are paying a rent to SDRC which means that effectively, we are paying less than in previous years.

Angus Pony Club have been supplied with a list of our dates so that they do not clash but members should be aware of the need to check with Ali Lothian (01575 574401 or 07753441434) if they want to use the field for lessons, practice, etc., to make sure it is free.

We look forward to a long and happy partnership with Angus Pony Club.

New Riding Tests
British Riding Clubs have issued new riding tests which will be used from 1st April 2010. The Riding Test is a test similar to a dressage test but the marks are awarded for how well the test is ridden. The rider is judged more than the horse. They are a good way to focus on your riding rather just concentrating on your horse and its amazing how well your horse may start to go when you think more about your position and preparation.

The club holds a Riding Test competition each year on a Tuesday night. The year it will be on the 18th May and a new test will be used. The new tests are part of the new rule book which should be available on line from the beginning of April. In the meantime the tests are available from the BHS Shop for 22 pence each call 01926 707762 or http://www.britishhorse.com .There will also be copies for sale at the Dressage Derby day.
Area Qualifiers And Teams
Here is a rough guide to how the team/individual qualifiying/non qualifying Area competitions work:

Every year Area 22, which includes all Riding Clubs from north of the Firth of Forth to Orkney, holds qualifying competitions for Horse Trials and showjumping and dressage. Clubs take it in turns to host these competitions which are open to all members, and we would like to encourage more people to at least consider representing the club.
The horse trials this year will be hosted by Moray Riding Club at Burgie near Forres, on 10 and 11th July. There are 3 sections, novice, intermediate and open. The heights are 85cm, 1m and 1.10m
The show jumping and dressage will be hosted by Buchan Riding Club at Philorth near Fraserburgh on 12 and 13 June. There are dressage tests, riding tests and dressage to music on the Saturday, and show jumping, novice, intermediate and open, heights 80cm, 95cm and 1.10m and equitation jumping (85cm) on the Sunday. 
Members can enter either to be part of a team, or as an individual – if you are part of a team you are still considered as an individual in the placings.
You can also choose to enter as a qualifier or non qualifier, i.e. if you qualify you can enter the finals which will be held at Aston le Walls in Northamptonshire on 6-8 August for horse trials, and at Lincoln on 11-12 September for dressage and show jumping, or you can enter as a non qualifier just to take part in the area competition. 

This year anyone wanting to compete will probably have an overnight stay. This obviously adds to the cost, so it may be an idea to see if you can share the traveling with another member.

Competing at either final if you qualify is a great experience, but again is expensive, as you have to meet your own travelling costs. The club pays the entry fees and may help towards the cost of stabling, and you can undertake to do some fundraising at club events. 

Anyone who would like to enter either competition should note their interest IN WRITING (email or letter please) to Ali Lothian, 6 Grant’s Pend, Kirriemuir, DD8 4BH or email alilothian@hotmail.com who will also try to answer any questions you may have. Entries have to be in early, especially for the qualifiers, so please don’t leave it until the last minute.

Scottish & Northern Equestrian Magazine

The magazine has decided to give cashback to Riding Clubs.  When 10 members subscribe to or renew their subscription to the Magazine, they will give 10% of the cost back to the nominated Club.  Therefore, please, when you are taking out a new subscription or renewing your subscription, remember to nominate Strathmore & District Riding Club.  Even if you renew your membership by phone, remember to tell them your Club.  The Club will receive £29 for every 10 nominated subscription
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Chairman:
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Burnside, Elliot, Arbroath, DD11 2PE
Kate Clark 


01382-667979

Coreen Hill 


01307-860741
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Hellen Rae


01561-378056

Drew Ritchie 


01821-640266

Claire Shepherd 

01241-857598

George Whitton

01561-378956

DIARY

MARCH 

27th 
Team Showjumping
APRIL 
1ST
Winter SJ Instruction

4th
Re-Arranged Winter Dressage League


(Schedule Available on Website or contact Ali)

6TH 
Winter SJ Instruction (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)
17TH
Spring SJ Show

20th 
Flatwork Instruction

25th 
Dressage Derby Day

27th 
Flatwork Instruction 

MAY 
4th 
Dressage League 1

6th 
SJ Instruction 

11th 
SJ League 

13th
Mini SJ League 

18th 
Riding Test and Dressage Evening

20th
Flatwork Instruction

27th 
SJ Instruction

30th 
Andrew Hamilton Clinic

JUNE

1st 
SJ League

3rd
Mini SJ League

8th 
Dressage League 2

15th 
SJ Instruction

17th
Setting up Summer Show

20th 
Summer Show -AUCHLISHIE
22nd 
Flatwork Instruction

24th 
SJ Instruction

29th 
SJ League

JULY 

1st 
SJ Mini League

6th 
Dressage League 3

20th 
Flatwork Instruction

29th 
SJ Instruction
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